
Welcome Back to School! 
Mrs. Caouette 
Math and Science
Room 13

Mrs. Riphenburg
ELA and Social Studies
Room 19



Departmentalizing

5th grade students have two teachers, Mrs. Riphenburg and Mrs. Caouette. We 
have decided to departmentalize because it allows teachers to teach to their 
strengths. The students switch classrooms throughout the day. 

We have created consistency between the two classrooms to ensure student 
success. Slides later in the presentation show how classroom management is 
addressed, which is the same in both classrooms.  



Meet the Teacher - Mrs. Caouette

My name is Samantha Caouette and this is my 5th year teaching 5th grade, but 
my 7th year at Whittier. I am super excited about this school year, even though 
it is much different than years prior.  I know we can still have a great year 
despite the challenges we may face. We are in this together! 

Contact Information

Phone: 268-7248

Email: samantha_caouette@gfps.k12.mt.us



Meet the Teacher - Mrs. Riphenburg

My name is Melissa Riphenburg, and I am excited to be back at Whittier! This is 
my 18th year teaching. I have taught special education, reading and math 
intervention, 4th and 5th grades! I love Whittier, which is why I came back after 
stepping away to pursue some other options for the past 2 years! This year is 
going to be fabulous! 

Contact Information

Phone: 268-7254
Email: melissa_riphenburg@gfps.k12.mt.us



Specials - Mrs. Caouette

Monday: Library 9:45-10:30

Tuesday: PE 9:45-10:15 and Instrumental 1:00-2:00

Wednesday: Counseling 9:45-10:15

Thursday: PE 9:45-10:15

Friday: Music 9:45-10:15 and Instrumental 1:00-2:00



Specials - Mrs. Riphenburg

Monday: PE 9:45-10:15

Tuesday: Music 9:45-10:15 and Instrumental 1:00-2:00

Wednesday: Library 9:45-10:15

Thursday: Counseling 9:45-10:15

Friday: PE9:45-10:15 and Instrumental 1:00-2:00



Classroom Management

Classroom Rules: 

1. Listen and follow directions
2. Raise your hand
3. Keep your hands and feet to yourself
4. Respect your classmates, teacher, and 

your classroom. 

Consequences: 

1. Verbal Warning
2. Reteach at recess
3. 2nd reteach at recess
4. Lunch Learning Opportunity (LLO)
5. Detention or Office Referral



Positive Consequences

Not all consequences are bad. Students can receive the following if they are 
following our classroom rules: 

- Positive praise
- PAWS Tickets
- Phone call/note home
- Coupons
- Feeling PROUD of yourself! 



COVID Procedures

- Gel in/Gel out
- Mask Procedures
- Social Distancing
- Temperature Checks
- Increased cleaning and sanitizing



Reading and Writing in 5th Grade
Reading: 

- broaden and deepen their  understanding of 
informational and literary text.

- Students discuss, reflect, and respond,  using 
evidence from text.

- quote a  text for evidence or elaboration, describe 
the influence of point of view and 
compare/contrast two texts  on the same topic.

Speaking/Listening: 

- In fifth grade, students engage in collaborative 
conversations and readily contribute to 
discussions.  They are prepared to speak to others 
and follow  agreed upon rules for discussions. 

Writing: 

- Students develop a strong personal voice in their  
writing by incorporating dialogue into narrative 
writing or their opinion into persuasive writing. 

-  Students use precise, specialized  vocabulary 
appropriately in content-area writing.  

Language: 

- Students in fifth grade understand and correctly 
use  capitalization and punctuation and are 
encouraged  to use correct grammar when reading, 
writing and  speaking.



Math, Science, and Social Studies

Math:
- Fifth graders learn efficient ways to divide whole  numbers. 
- Fifth  graders learn procedures for adding and subtracting  fractions and decimals. They begin exploring multiplication and 

division of fractions. 

Science: 
- Students develop investigative science skills and  content through hands-on experience. 
- Students will  investigate interesting questions in a way that mirrors how science is done in the real world. 

Social Studies: 
- Fifth graders develop social skills and an awareness of their community and our nation through experiences centered 

around the topics: American  History, Native American History and a unit on Charles Russell, a Montana artist.



Let’s have a wonderful school 
year and remember that we 
are...


